[The assessment of basement membrane in cancer of the floor of the mouth and larynx].
An immunohistochemical method using a monoclonal antibody to collagen type IV was employed to assess the basement membrane (BM) deposition in 36 cases of cancer of the floor of the mouth and in 32 cases of cancer of the larynx. The BM deposition was scored as extensive or limited, and compared to degree of histologic differentiation of tumor and to 3-year survival rate for patient and regional metastasis. There were 42 cases with extensive and 26 with limited BM deposition between cancer of the floor of the mouth and cancer of the larynx were found. Statistical analysis did not show a relationship between BM deposition of either cancer and the survival of patients or with regional metastasis, however a little better results was obtained for patients with extensive BM deposition. Poorly differentiated carcinoma of the floor of the mouth had a tendency to limited BM deposition.